lying upon the floor dead. The gas cylinder was lying upon the floor close by his head, completely empty of gas; the tube, detached from the inhaler, was held in the left hand; with one end of it held tightly between the teeth, the other of course attached to the cylinder. The right hand held the wheel wrench, close to, but disconnected from the cylinder, The face of the deceased was very much discolored, but the body was not cold. The physician summoned expressed the opinion that life had been extinct for about an h6ur. The last time the doctor was seen alive was about 6 o'clock, when the janitor opened the office door and found a gentleman friend with him. That friend says that about 5 o'clock he, at the doctor's request, gave him a little gas, the doctor telling him how to do it. This friend went away soon after 6 o'clock and left the doctor, as he says, all right. It is not supposed that it was a case of suicide, as there is no known reason for such a theory. The doctor had been complaining of a tooth-ache during the day, but it is not probable he took gas for that reason. Once, weeks before, the janitor had entered the office and found the doctor in his operating chair and in the act of giving himself gas. As the doctor was at times addicted to the too free use of spirituous liquors, the more probable theory is that he took gas when not in just the condition of mind to judge rightly in regard to it, and died as the result of carlessness on his own part in taking the gas for the pleasurable sensation it gave him. When ?After about five yea is' close observation, I have arrived at the conclusion that the oxy-phosphates should be banishtd from operative dentistry. It will not do to cap exposed nerves, or to fill cavities in such close proximity to the pulp as to require a plastic material. I have carefully watched its action in the above character of cases, both in fillings of my own, and in those that have come to me from other dental practitioners. In the "setting" process, it would seem that sufficient phosphoric acid is set free to slowly but effectually devitalize the pulp, even though a considerable septum of dentine inter- 
